Table 60. Current cigarette smoking by persons 18 years of age and over according to sex, race, and age:
United States, selected years 1965—-99

[Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Sex, race, and age 1965 1974 1979 1983 1985 1990 1992 1994 1995 1997' 1998' 1999
18 years and over, age adjusted® Percent of persons
Allpersons . ................ ... ... 41.9 37.0 33.3 31.9 299 25.3 26.3 25.3 24.6 24.6 24.0 23.3
Male......... ... . .. 512 428 37.0 348 322 28.0 28.1 27.6 265 271 25.9 25.2
Female......... ... ... .. .. ... ... 33.7 32.2 30.1 294 279 229 24.6 23.1 22.7 22.2 221 21.6
Whitemale . . ...... ... ... .. ... ... 50.4 41.7 36.4 34.2 31.3 27.6 27.7 271 26.2 26.8 26.0 25.0
Blackmale ....................... 58.8 53.6 43.9 41.7 40.2 32.8 33.3 34.3 29.4 32.4 29.0 28.5
Whitefemale. . . .......... ... ..... 339 320 303 296 279 235 25.3 24.0 234 2238 23.0 22,5
Black female . .. ......... ... ... ... 31.8 356 305 31.3 309 208 245 21.6 235 225 211 20.7
18 years and over, crude
Allpersons . .................. ... 42.4 37.1 33.5 32.1 30.1 25.5 26.5 25.5 24.7 24.7 241 23.5
Male. .. ... ... .. . . .. . 51.9 431 37.5 35.1 32.6 28.4 28.6 28.2 27.0 27.6 26.4 25.7
Female.......... .. ... ... ....... 33.9 32.1 29.9 295 279 22.8 24.6 23.1 22.6 221 22.0 21.5
Whitemale . ...................... 51.1 41.9 36.8 34.5 31.7 28.0 28.2 27.7 26.6 27.2 26.3 25.4
Blackmale . ........... ... ....... 60.4 543 441 40.6 399 325 32.2 33.7 28.5 32.2 29.0 28.7
White female. . .. ......... ... ..... 34.0 31.7 30.1 294 277 234 25.1 23.7 23.1 225 22.6 221
Blackfemale . . .. ....... ... ... .. .. 33.7 36.4 31.1 32.2 31.0 21.2 24.2 21.7 23.5 225 211 20.8
All males
1824 years ......... ... ... .. ... ... 541 421 35.0 329 28.0 26.6 28.0 29.8 27.8 31.7 31.3 29.5
25-34years . ... 60.7 50.5 439 388 382 316 32.8 314 29.5 30.3 28.5 291
35-44years .. ... 582 51.0 41.8 410 376 345 32.9 33.2 31.5 32.1 30.2 30.0
45-64years ... ... 51.9 42.6 39.3 35.9 33.4 29.3 28.6 28.3 271 27.6 27.7 25.8
65yearsandover . ................. 28.5 24.8 20.9 22.0 19.6 14.6 16.1 13.2 14.9 12.8 10.4 10.5
White male
18-24 years . ......... .. 53.0 40.8 343 325 284 274 30.0 31.8 284  34.0 34.1 30.5
25-34years . ... 60.1 495 436 386 373 31.6 33.5 32.5 29.9 30.4 29.2 30.8
35-44years .. ... 57.3  50.1 41.3 408 366 335 30.9 32.0 31.2 32.1 29.6 29.5
45-B4 years .. ... 51.3 412 383 35.0 321 28.7 28.1 26.9 26.3 265 27.0 245
65yearsandover . ................. 277 243 205 206 189 137 14.9 11.9 141 1.5 10.0 9.9
Black male
1824 years ....... ... .. .. ... 62.8 54.9 40.2 342 272 21.3 *16.2 *18.7 *14.6 23.5 19.7 23.8
25-34years . ... 684 585 475 39.9 456 338 295 29.8 251 31.6 25.2 22,5
35-44years .. ... 67.3 615 486 455 450 420 475 445 36.3 339 36.1 35.0
4564 years . ... ... 57.9 57.8 50.0 448 46.1 36.7 35.4 41.2 33.9 39.4 37.3 36.2
65yearsandover .................. 36.4 29.7 26.2 389 277 21.5 28.3 25.6 28.5 26.0 16.3 16.8
All females
18-24years .. ........ .. 38.1 341 33.8 355 304 225 24.9 25.2 21.8 257 245 26.3
25-34vyears . ... ... 43.7 38.8 33.7 32.6 32.0 28.2 30.1 28.8 26.4 24.8 24.6 23.5
35-44vyears . ... ... 43.7 39.8 37.0 33.8 31.5 24.8 27.3 26.8 271 27.2 26.4 26.5
45-64 years . ... ... 32.0 334 307 31.0 299 2438 26.1 22.8 240 215 225 21.0
65yearsandover . ................. 96 120 132 13.1 13.5 11.5 124 11.1 11.5 1.5 1.2 10.7
White female
1824 years ....... ... .. .. ... ... 38.4 34.0 34.5 36.5 31.8 25.4 28.5 28.5 24.9 29.4 28.1 29.5
25-34years .. ... 434 38.6 34.1 322 320 285 315 30.2 27.3 261 26.9 25.5
35-44years .. ... 439 393 372 348 31.0 250 27.6 271 270 275 26.6 27.0
45-64years . ... ... 32.7 33.0 30.6 306 29.7 25.4 25.8 23.2 24.3 20.9 225 21.3
65yearsandover .................. 9.8 12.3 13.8 13.2 13.3 11.5 12.6 1.1 1.7 1.7 1.2 10.4
Black female
18-24years . ......... i 37.1 356 31.8 32.0 237 10.0 10.3 11.8 *8.8 11.5 *8.1 14.8
25-34years .. ... 478 422 352 38.0 36.2 291 26.9 24.8 26.7 225 21.5 18.4
35-44vyears . ... ... 42.8 46.4 37.7 32.7 40.2 25.5 32.4 28.2 31.9 30.1 30.0 29.0
45-B4years .. ... 25.7 38.9 34.2 36.3 334 22.6 30.9 23.5 27.5 28.4 25.4 22.6
65yearsandover . ................. 71 *8.9 *85 *13.1 14.5 111 *11.1 13.6 13.3 10.7 1.5 13.6

* Estimates are considered unreliable. Data preceded by an asterisk have a relative standard error of 20-30 percent.

'See Appendix |, National Health Interview Survey, for discussion of 1997 redesign.

2Estimates are age adjusted to the year 2000 standard using five age groups: 18-24 years, 25-34 years, 35-44 years, 45-64 years, 65 years and over. See Appendix
I, Age adjustment.

NOTES: The definition of current smoker was revised in 1992 and 1993. See Appendix I, Current smoker. Data for additional years are available (see Appendix Ill).
Some numbers for 1998 were revised and differ from the previous edition of Health, United States.

SOURCES: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. National Health Interview Survey. Data are from the core questionnaire
(1965) and the following questionnaire supplements: hypertension (1974), smoking (1979), alcohol and health practices (1983), health promotion and disease
prevention (1985, 1990-91), cancer control and cancer epidemiology (1992), and year 2000 (1993-95). Starting in 1997 data are from the sample adult questionnaire.
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